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Islands, an ironic end for a ship built by one of the world's
leading socialists.

Arriving in San Francisco on July 23, 1909, after more
than two years of wandering, he told newspapermen at the
dock, "I am unutterably weary, and I have come home for a
good rest." He was under a staggering load of debt, his
health was badly undermined, the newspapers of the country
were either hostile or disinterested, the magazine editors had
seen so little real material from him in the past year that they
suspected he was through; even the public was tiring of his
recent work, in which he was fulfilling too well the accusa-
tion that Jack London began a story with three characters
and ended by killing four of them. By poor navigating he had
piled his craft on a tropical coral reef, where it was slowly
breaking up under heavy seas.